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Overview of Toolkit
 Background & History
 Why an Online Toolkit?
 Components of the Toolkit
 Successes
 What’s Next?
 Complementary Work
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History
 West Coast Forum on Climate & Materials 

Management, 2008-Present
 Local Accounting for Materials Management
 Inventory Workgroup
 California Air Resources Board Community 

Protocol
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Background
 Developed by State and Local Partners of The 

Forum
 Dynamic, Pioneering Resource for State and 

Local Governments
 Menu of Approaches & Actions for Greenhouse 

Gas Reductions
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State and Local GHG Reduction Plans
 Climate Action Plans
 Zero Waste Plans
 Sustainability Plans
 General Land Use & Transportation Plans
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Climate Action Plans
 Catalyzing Event(s)
 Baseline Inventory
 Setting Targets
 Selecting & Implementing Actions
 Measuring Results
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Toolkit Components
 Value/Importance of Materials Management 

to state and local governments
 GHG Inventory Options
 Setting Targets
 Actions to Reduce GHGs
 Measuring Results
 Example Climate Action Plans
 Resources, Glossary & Feedback
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Building the Toolkit
 Inventory Workgroup
 Electronic Platform
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Two Ways of Looking at GHG Emissions

Sector-Based GHG Inventory Systems-Based GHG Inventory
US (Domestic) Emissions, 2006                        US (Domestic) Emissions, 2006

www.ca
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Benefits of Materials Management Policies & 
Programs in Climate Action Plans

 Inclusion of disparate sustainability policies
 Faster and cheaper progress in reducing 

GHG
 State and local governments have unique 

leverage
 Increases reuse, recycling, and composting 
 Offers new product stewardship initiatives 
 Increases local businesses and jobs.
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Inventories
 How they’re used
 Establishing a baseline
 How conventional inventories treat waste 

and materials
 Conventional and alternative  inventory 

methods
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Setting an Emissions Reductions Target
 The link between inventories & targets
 Methodologies

 Broad or specific approaches

 Tools
 EPA’s WARM Tool
 ICLEI CAPPA Tool
 LCAs
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Taking Action Page
 Hotlinks 
 Climate Action Examples 

 Policies & Programs

 Climate Action Plan Examples
 State & Local Plans
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Actions to Reduce GHGs
 Commercial recycling ordinance & 

programs
 Green procurement policies
 Programs and education that foster a better 

consumption choices
 Food waste reduction & composting 

programs
 Product Stewardship & Carbon Footprinting
 Green Building
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Measuring Results
 Tools:  WARM
 LCAs:  EIO & Process
 Quantitative results may or may not 

be included in inventory
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What’s Next for the Toolkit
 Migrations to new website:  Fall 2011
 New Climate Action Plans added
 Best practices for materials management 

inventories
 Best practices for materials management 

climate actions
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Additional Features of the Toolkit
 Glossary
 References
 We Want to Hear From You



CRRA 35th Annual Conference
Zero Waste:  Ride the Wave to Sustainability
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 Questions?
 Want to add a plan or actions?

davis.shannon@epa.gov
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